COMM 1007
A3: Final Assessment

	Target Competencies
		1. Analyze post-secondary sources to distinguish purpose, organization, and logic of an argument across a variety of platforms. 
2. Demonstrate research skills by locating, evaluating, and organizing information from a variety of sources.
3. Produce organized, unified, and coherent work using correct grammar, mechanics, diction, and a standard formatting and documentation style.
4. Create informative and/or persuasive works in which the main points are supported by appropriate evidence.

	








Evaluation: 
Short Composition (Summary) at 10%  + Short Answers at 10%: 		20%

General Assignment Description

Your Final Assessment requires you to demonstrate a collection of skills that are learned, practiced, and evaluated in COMM 1007. There are two parts to this assessment:
1. A summary of your chosen reading, 150-200 words long
2. Short answers, approximately 100 words long each and based on your chosen reading, to critical thinking and writing style questions

You have three readings to choose from. Each reading can be found on Actively Learn and is also accessible through the provided link below*.

	Option 1
	Option 2
	Option 3

	Not in the Past: Colonialism Is Rooted in the Present (Midzain-Gobin & Smith, 2021).
	After COVID-19, Funding Post-Secondary Students Directly Could Create More Accessible Education (Anand, 2021).
	Why All Human Rights Depend on a Health Environment (Boyd, 2020).



*Note: format your article’s reference based on your method of article access 





Assignment Directions

1. Use this document as your Final Assessment template. You can type your summary composition and short answers in the spaces provided.
2. Your summary should include the necessary citation and reference elements: give credit to the author(s) throughout the summary. See the Week 2 content on Blackboard (Weekly Learning Materials) for directions on summary writing.
3. Create a reference for your chosen article in APA format, and include it in the provided space at the end of your summary. Any in-text citations you provide should also be formatted in correct APA style.
· Note: APA writing format is not a requirement for your summary and short answers: only reference and citation formats will be evaluated.
4. Most questions in the short answer section focus on critical thinking concepts such as intended purpose, use of evidence, and author bias. See the Week 3-4 content on Blackboard (Weekly Learning Materials) for information on these concepts.
5. A final question in the short answer section focuses on identifying writing styles within the article. See the Week 9 content on Blackboard (Weekly Learning Materials), specifically the online textbook chapter linked within the section titled Expository Writing: Writing That Makes a Point, for more information on the different styles.
6. Submit your completed Final Assessment through Blackboard by the assigned due date. Make sure your document is uploaded in one of the accessible formats (.docx, .pdf, .rtf, .odt)


Highlight your chosen article’s name and author(s):

1. Not in the Past: Colonialism Is Rooted in the Present (Midzain-Gobin & Smith, 2021).
2. After COVID-19, Funding Post-Secondary Students Directly Could Create More Accessible Education (Anand, 2021).
3. Why All Human Rights Depend on a Health Environment (Boyd, 2020).



Part 1: Summary

Write a clear, concise summary (150-200 words in length) of the exam reading. Your summary will be graded on its accuracy and organization. Your style, grammar/mechanics, and ability to give credit to the author will also be evaluated. 

Write your summary paragraph below:

· 



Reference
Insert your APA style reference below:





Part 2: Critical Analysis Questions

Answer the following questions, basing your answers on the exam reading. Each answer will be graded based on its completeness, and your style, grammar/mechanics, and ability to cite the source material (where needed) will also be evaluated. 


Question 1 (Week 2):
Identify the article’s purpose(s), using examples from the text where necessary.

Write your answer below:

· 



Question 2 (Week 3):
Identify the author’s/authors’ bias, using examples from the text where necessary.

Write your answer below:

· 



Question 3 (Week 4):
Identify at least two types of evidence used within the article: classify them by name and provide a clear example from the article for each type.  

Write your answer below:

· 


Question 4 (Week 9):
Identify at least two writing styles used within the article and explain how the use of these styles helps to support the author’s intended purpose OR the author’s bias.

Write your answer below:

· 



Summary Rubric
	Credit: 
· Includes the author’s full name, name of text, and main idea in the topic sentence. 
· Mentions the author throughout the article
· Ends with an APA reference (necessary) and provides in-text citations for direct quotes (if used).[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Referencing and citation errors that lead to plagiarism (deliberate or accidental) may result in a grade of 0 on the exam] 

	


/1.5

	Accuracy: 
· Accurately and clearly represents the author’s purpose, argument, and stated concepts. 
· Includes all main/major points from the reading. 
· No unnecessary supporting details given. 
· Does not include the student’s opinion.
	



/4

	Organization: 
· Length falls between 150-200 words. 
· The order of the summary is logical; chronology is preserved. 
	

/1.5

	Style and Grammar: 
· Transitions are used and are unobtrusive. 
· Appropriate voice and vocabulary are used; effective paraphrasing is used.
· Correct grammar, spelling, and mechanics are used
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Short Answers Rubric
	Indicator
	Requirements
	Comments
	Score

	Accuracy
	Answers are specific to the questions asked, reflecting the article’s purpose, bias, types of evidence used, and writing styles.
	
	



/4

	Development
	Explanations and examples are logical and well-developed.
	
	



/4

	Grammar & Mechanics, APA
	May contain a few grammar, spelling and formatting errors but they do not undermine overall effectiveness of the writing.
APA citations, if required, are correct[footnoteRef:2] [2:  As above] 
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